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with a deceased brother's widow ; and the English
clergy were assured that the King only sought
an impartial authoritative decision for the relief of
his own conscience. The attitude of the English
people gave him some uneasiness; for, like all kis
house, he loved popularity. "The common people,
being ignorant/' we are told, " and others that
favoured the Queen, talked largely, and said that
for his own pleasure the King would have another
wife, and had sent for this Legate to be divorced
from the Queen, with many foolish words ; inas-
much as, whosoever spake against the marriage was
of the common people abhorred and reproved."1
The feeling indeed in favour of Katharine was so
outspoken and general that the King took the un-
usual course of assembling the nobles, judges, and
so many of the people as could enter, in the great
hall of Bridewell, on Sunday afternoon, the 8th
November, to endeavour personally to justify him-
self in the eyes of his subjects.
As usual with him, his great aim was by sanc-
timonious protestations to make himself appear a
pure-souled altruist, and to throw upon others the
responsibility for his actions. He painted in dismal
colours the dangers to his subjects of a disputed
succession on his death. " And, although it hath
pleased Almighty God to send us a fair daughter
by a noble woman and me begotten, to our great
joy and comfort, yet it hath been told us by
divers great clerks that neither she is our lawful
daughter, nor her mother our lawful wife, and that
we live together abominably and detestably In open
adultery." He swore, almost blasphemously, that
i Hall's Chronicle.